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CPD in Focus

How to use
this article JLAS4rs
for CPD

This month, instead of the Test Yourself section, there is this
extended editorial on recording your CPD, designed to help you
reflect more fully on what you have learned.

You may now feel that you are able to offer your services as a peer
reviewer and, if you feel you meet the criteria, your application to
Radliography would be very welcome! The article may be useful in giving
you an improved understanding of the rationale for and processes
involved in peer review and in helping to ‘de-mystify’ what peer review
is about, enabling you to use Radliography in a more structured and
informed way. If this is the case, you might consider using some of these
points when you record this leamning activity in CPD Now:

Summary of learning: what did | learn?

This article helped me to understand the rationale for, and the

processes involved in, peer review for publication in my professional

body’s quarterly peer review journal Radiography. This gave me an

introduction to a number of topics, including:

@ The role of peer review in ensuring that the appropriate academic
standards for publication are met.

@ The role of peer review in examining the validity of the research
methodolosies and their appropriateness to the issues examined.

€ The qualities and experience required of a peer reviewer.

€ The purpose and relevance of peer review in the development of
a professional evidence base to support evolving practice and to
challenge the assumptions of existing practice.

Practice outcomes: how has this improved or enhanced my
professional performance and benefited my patients/clients?

This CPD activity has focused primarily on developing my knowledse
and appreciation of peer review and, as yet, has shown no tangible
impact on my practice. However, the longer term benefits to my practice
will be immense. | will be able to tackle articles in my peer review
journal with a clearer understanding of their review and publication and
this will help my critical evaluation of such articles, although | accept that
this is in itself a different skill which | need to develop.

My informed use of peer reviewed material will support my keeping
up to date in my practice. | will be able to make a more concrete
assessment of the value of this current CPD activity, therefore, in the
longer term. | will be able to evidence this with specific examples of
future changes to my practice in the light of peer reviewed material |
will be using. This CPD activity is therefore enabling me to develop the
skills and understanding necessary to support my future practice.

Further learning needs: has this activity identified other things |
need to learn or would like to consider in more detail?

| consider that this article has given me a clear understanding of peer
review and that | don’t currently need to undertake any more work
on this specific topic. However, | am conscious that if | am to use
peer reviewed material appropriately | need to develop my critique
skills and | plan to start doing this by using an article on this topic
published in my professional body’s monthly technical journal (How
to critique a scientific article: a beginner’s guide, Synergy, June 2007)

You might assign work you do on these topics to CPD Now outcomes:

01 Practical skills 02 Knowledge base
04 Legal/ethical 06 Manasge knowledse and information
07 High quality healthcare/ 19 Evidence to support

education practice

20 Knowledge and skills in audit and research
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