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BCIG Magnet displacement protocol 

Call Cochlear Implant Team if not already present and any of the answers below are “Yes” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patient completes MRI 

1. Inject local 

anaesthetic (if not 

already given) 

2. press on magnet for 

30-60 seconds 

3. Repeat Xray: is it 

abnormal? 

Arrange tangential Xray of cochlear 

implant 

Is patient in significant pain or 

magnet palpably displaced? 

Magnet fully displaced

 

Magnet partly displaced

 

Magnet not displaced

 

Flip magnet in external device if 

possible.  

Does it still fail to attach? 

Arrange for surgical exploration Patient discharged home 

Does the external 

device fail to attach 

as normal 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 


