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Sample decision flow chart - (conscious and unconscious patient). 

The attached decision flow chart has been designed to aid in the decision making process 
of checking the pregnancy status in women of reproductive capacity who attend for 
diagnostic medical exposure to ionizing radiations. 

The flow charts, with their subsequent decisions, mirrors the practical guidance given in 
the March 2009 guidance document entitled “'Protection of Pregnant Patients during 
Diagnostic Medical Exposures to Ionising Radiation” (written by the Health Protection 
Agency in collaboration with The Royal College of Radiologists and the College of 
Radiographers) ISBN 978-0-85951-635-8. See this document at https://www.sor.org/
system/files/document-library/members/sor_RCE-9_for_web_v2_April_2009.pdf  

Radiographers are strongly advised to make themselves aware of the both the scientific 
and practical guidance within the publication before adopting the flow chart(s) within 
local departments. 

Responsible Officer: Maria Murray ( MariaM@sor.org ), March 2009 
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https://www.sor.org/system/files/document-library/members/sor_RCE-9_for_web_v2_April_2009.pdf


(i)  Sample flow chart for checking pregnancy status in women of reproductive capacity 
who attend for diagnostic medical exposure to ionizing radiations (conscious patient). 
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Is the patient between 12 yrs 
and 50yrs old * or of 
reproductive capacity AND 
the primary beam would cover 

Proceed to 
examination

Ask the patient:  
“Are you, or might 
you be pregnant?” **

Radiographer receives   X-
Justification of request Return to IR(ME)R 

Review justification 
with IR(ME)R 
Practitioner (who may 
consult Referrer) 

Is request still 

Proceed to 
examination – keep 
fetal dose to a 
minimum

Delay procedure & 
re-book

Is menstrual period 
overdue?

Is the procedure 
“low dose”?

“High dose” procedure – 
Is today within the first 
10 days of the patients 
menstrual cycle? **

Can pregnancy be 
excluded? **

Proceed to 
examination 



 YES 

*    - age range by local agreement and reviewed regularly 
**   - Record patient responses according to local procedure 
         

(ii) Sample flow chart for checking pregnancy status in women of reproductive capacity 
who attend for diagnostic medical exposure to ionizing radiations (unconscious patient). 
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Is the patient between 12 yrs 
and 50yrs old * or of 
reproductive capacity AND 
the primary beam would cover 

Justified and 
Proceed to 
examination

Is patient condition 
LIFE 
THREATENING? 
**

Justification of request 
under IR(ME)R ?  ** 

Is LMP recorded on 
request form or pre -op 
check list,  
Patient’s notes? **

Justified and 
Proceed to 
examination

Is consciousness 
 drug induced? 
i.e. anaesthetic used 

Can pregnancy be 

Is menstrual period 
overdue?

Review justification 
with IR(ME)R 
Practitioner (who may 
consult Referrer) 

Is request still 

Is the procedure 
“low dose”?

Do not proceed 
until discussed with 
IR(ME)R 

Justification of 
request under 
IR(ME)R ?  ** 

Radiographer receives   X-



                                           YES                             

*    - age range by local agreement and reviewed regularly 
**   - Record patient responses according to local procedure 
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