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Meeting Summary 

 

Date: Thursday 5th May 2022    Time: 11.00am – 15.00pm    Venue:  Face to face at SCoR/virtual by Teams 

 

In Attendance: 

 

Members: (state names with initials in brackets) Role Job Title Site 

Helen Estall (HE) Chair Consultant University Hospital of Leicester 

Rachel Watt (RW) Vice Chair Lead MRI Superintendent Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 

Phil Andrews (PA) Advisory Lecturer Keele University 

Christopher Bilton (CB) Advisory MRI Service Lead for United 

Lincolnshire NHS Trust 

Grantham & District Hospital, 

Lincolnshire 

Christine Heales (CH) Advisory Principal Radiographer University of Exeter 

Darren Hudson (DH) Advisory Clinical Specialist InHealth 

Felicity Lacchin Advisory Superintendent MRI Radiographer University College Hospital, 

London 

Martin Mitchell (MM) Advisory Lecturer Canterbury Christchurch 

University (medway Campus) 

Martin Pickles (MP) Advisory Radiographer Hull Royal Infirmary 

Chloe Shand (CS) Advisory Lecturer University of Ulster 

Sunitha Sivarajah (SS) Advisory Radiographer Addenbrookes Hospital, 

Cambridge 

Emily Witten (EW) Advisory Radiographer Spire Parkway Hospital, West 

Midlands 

Observers:    

Alexandra Lipton (AL) Professional Officer  Society & College of 

Radiographers 

Valerie Asemah (VA) Minutes  Society & College of 

Radiographers 
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Apologies:    

Cynthia Eccles (CE) Advisory Consultant Research Radiographer The Christie, Manchester 

Ross McGhee (RMG) UK Council UK Council Monklands Hospital, Lanarkshire 

Jacqueline Pursey (JP) Advisory Advanced Practitioner QE University Hospital, Glasgow 

    

 

 

Review of Previous Minutes and Outstanding Actions: 

 

Item No. Description Owner Due Date Status 

5. Appointment of Chair and Vice Chair:  Following discussion, it was agreed that AL would upload 

volunteers to synapse. 

AL  Completed 

7. Update Reports from Groups and External Work:  VA to upload reports to synapse VA  Completed 

8. Allocation of Workplan: AL will upload workplan to synapse showing volunteers against items and 

send out calendar invites and VA to ask those who were not at the meeting for their input. 

AL & AL  Completed 

9. Career Progression options for MR radiographers: CS asked the group for their input on career 

progression. 

AL   

9.1 AL informed the group that her colleague Sue Johnson will be meeting the Commission for Human 

Medicines later this month to follow up the case for diagnostic radiographers being able to prescribe. 

CL  In progress 

11. Inclusive pregnancy status guidance: Following a discussion on the IPS guidance CH and RMG 

agreed to work on this guidance as part of the workplan. 

CH & RMG  In progress 

14. Any Other Business: AL and VA to send out meeting invites group to work on the workplan. AL & VA  Completed 

 

 

1. WELCOME INTRODUCTION AND APOLOGIES 

 

1.1 The Chair warmly welcomed everyone to the meeting (a mixture of virtual and in-person) and thanked them for taking the time to attend.  Roundtable introductions 

were made. 

 

1.2 Apologies for absence were received from Cynthia Eccles, Ross McGhee and Jacqueline Pursey. 
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1.3 To note that Jacqueline Pursey has resigned from MRAG and VA will draft a thank you letter in the first instance. 

 

ACTION: VA 

 

 

2. MEMBERSHIP OF THE GROUP 
 

2.1 It was noted that this is the last meeting for Jacquie, and potentially Cynthia and Helen (Chair) who thanked them for their work whilst on the group and advised them 

that the advert for potential new members is now open.  They can also apply for another term and can get details from VA. 

 

2.2 With the correction on one typographical error the minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2021, were approved as a true and accurate record. 

 

 

3. THE ROLE OF THE RADIOGRAPHIC WORKFORCE 

 

3.1 The Chair thanked the working party for their work, especially DH and AL.  PA had questions around assistant practitioners and the MHRA guidance.  It was noted 

that assistant practitioners at HE’s Trust has signed up for Apps training.  Regarding assistant practitioners as operators AL commented that the current guidance from 

SoR and BAMRR differs to the MHRA guidance.  To note our scope of practice document for assistant practitioners will be withdrawn and new guidance will be issued. 

 

3.1.1  Discussion took place regarding the role of assistant Ps in MRI and when scanning there should be local governance in place defining scope and supervision when 

Assistant Practitioners are working.  HE and RW are happy to provide examples based on their sites of what a local governance process looks like. 

 

ACTION: RW & HE 

 

3.1.2 Following discussion CS volunteered to draft something on the training of students. 

 

ACTION: CS 
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4. MRI WEBPAGES 

AL gave a demonstration and navigation of the MR Webpages, which was followed by group input into the content. 

 

4.1 The group had a look at the MRI webpage to ascertain what is missing, what needs removing; and things to be highlighted.  It was agreed that some of the content is 

out of date.  Following discussion, it was suggested that a re-arrangement of the page would be beneficial.  AL asked the working party (Darren, Martin M, Rachel and 

Helen) to put some time aside to work on this.  PA also agreed to assist this working party, and everyone felt it would be good to create a folder on synapse to put their 

thoughts and ideas in.  I think the working party for this is Chloe, Ross and Alex with PA agreeing to help as well.  All were advised to have a look and put any 

comments in Synapse. 

 

ACTION: DH, MM, RW, HS & PA 

 

 

4.1.1 AL will post a list of tabs that should be there.  Is there any data on how frequently MRI pages are accessed was one of the questions asked?  AL agreed to find this out 

and update the group. 

 

ACTION: AL 

 

4.1.2 A discussion around a FAQS page and or some method of member queries could be facilitated on the webpages – AL agreed to explore this. 

 

ACTION: AL 

 

4.1.3 VA to upload the December 2021 minutes to the MRAG webpage. 

 

ACTION: VA 

 

 

5. MR SAFETY WEEK MATERIALS – demonstration/navigation of MRI pages 

 

5.1 Following discussion on materials for safety week: 

 CS indicated that she would send some info onto AL who in turn will liaise with Jessica Reid for upload etc. 

 SS agreed to produce a piece on implants and send onto AL 
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 CS further indicated that she has produced a poster for the patients waiting room 

 RW & MM will send AL a poster for promotion on the MR webpage 

 

5.1.1. AL reminded the group that everything needs to be sent to her by Friday 3rd June at the latest. 

 

 

6. PROMOTION OF MRAG SYNERGY JULY 2022 

 

6.1 HE kindly requested group members to send their updated bios and photos for inclusion with the MRAG article, which will be published in the July issue of Synergy 

News.  Please send to HE or AL by Friday 10th June. 

 

ACTION: ALL 

 

 

7. SAFETY IN MAGNETIC RESONANCE IMAGING PRUBLICATION 

 

7.1 AL gave an update from the workplan, which the group had looked at over the last year.  Following discussion AL agreed to tidy up the document and upload to synapse 

for comment.  The delay happened as we were waiting for the MHRA to update the ‘labelling’ section of their document.  AL also stated that a decision needs to be 

made on general implants policy. 

 

ACTION: AL 

 

8. POSITION ON MR SAFETY TRAINING 

 

8.1 AL updated the group.  There was a discussion around MR safety education provision and the role of the MRSO and MRSO examinations – AL reiterated the SoR 

position that there are many routes to achieving the necessary competencies and education in MR safety – it is an employer’s responsibility to ensure staff are trained 

and educated  
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9. IPS ADAPTATION FOR MRI 

 

9.1 CH updated the group and a discussion followed on the IPS document.  CH then agreed to draft an article. 

 

ACTION: CH 

 

 

10. GISP 

 

10.1 Further discussion took place regarding generic implant safety policies – the group will consider if it would be helpful to produce something for MR safety week. 

 

 

11. REPORTS, UPDATES AND CONSUILTATIONS 

 

 BAMRR Report- - RW updated the group and produced a report, which VA will send out with the minutes 

 

 HBN06 MR site design document and IPEM working group on MRI installation document updates – RW updated the group and produced an update which VA will 

upload with the minutes 

 

 Cauda Equine Update – RW gave an update and produced a report, which VA will upload with the minutes. 

 

 BIR – AL updated the group and will produce a report 

 

 MRSE – AL updated 

 

 elf – AL updated the group indicating that this is almost completed.  She has asked Geoff Charles-Edwards for feedback. 

 

 CES – Update given 

 

 CES National GIRFT Group – AL gave an update and informed the group that she is not aware of any ongoing work. 
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 VST – HE updated the group and produced a report.  VA will send out with minutes. 

 

 ISMRM UKIO – HE queried whether anyone from this group is attending on Saturday.  It was noted that the SoR has a stand. 

 

 QSI – Al gave an update.  The latest version of QSI was launched end of last year and UKAS is looking to transition services against the new Standard.  To note that 

there is now an MRI section in the Standard.  AL had a meeting with the QI leads a few weeks ago where a few suggestions for changes were made. 

 

 Current Consultations – consultations were listed.  Cauda Equina, GIRFT and Reporting Alerts.  AL asked the group to feed back as she will be out of the office next 

week.  There was a discussion on these. 

 

 Member Enquiries – contrast agent and vetting referrals – AL will post a response on synapse.  She will draft a FAQs and post on synapse. 

 

 

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

12.1 HE encouraged the group to be using synapse and reminded them to update their bios for the Synergy News article. 

 

12.2 To note that the CIED document is out for consultation.  This document arose from the Channel 4 News article and has been 5 years in the making.  Robust conversation 

with the radiologists and an agreement on the wording has been reached.  There will be a session on UKIO around this.  NHS Highland is going to speak on MRI non-

conditional. 

 

12.3 AL informed the group that an enquiry came into the website from the Chair of the British Shooting association who wanted some advice/guidance on the ingesting of 

steel pellets.  They are changing from lead pellets to steel pellets! AL discussed with the Physicists.  The group had a robust response.  The sizes of the steel pellets 

would be between 1-4cm.  AL will respond. 

 

ACTION: AL 

 

13. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 Thursday 8th December 2022 (virtual) 
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Meeting Actions Log 

 

Item No. Description Owner Due Date Status 

1.3 Welcome Introduction and Apologies: Jacqueline Pursey has resigned from the group and VA will draft thank you 

letter in the first instance. 

VA   

3.1.1 The Role of the Radiographic workforce: Following discussion on the role of assistant practitioners in MRI 

regarding scanning, HE and RW would be happy to provide examples based on their sites to show what a local 

governance process looks like. 

HE & RW   

3.1.2 CS agreed to draft an article on the training of students. CS   

4.1 MRI Webpages: Following a look at the webpages it was felt that an update is needed, and the working party 

(DH, MM, RW and HE) would work on re-arranging the page to make sure content is current and up to date.  PA 

also agreed to assist. 

 As above  

4.1.1 AL will post a list of the tabs that should be on the webpages via synapse.  AL will also find out if there is data on 

how often the MRI pages are accessed. 

AL   

4.1.2 There was a discussion around a FAQs page and/or some other method of member queries which could be 

facilitated on the webpage – AL agreed to explore this. 

AL   

4.1.3 VA to upload the December 2021 minutes to the MRAG webpage. VA   

6.1 Promotion of MRAG Synergy July 2022: HE requested group members to send in their bios and photos to be 

included in the MRAG article for Synergy News. 

All   

7.1 Safety in Magnetic Resonance Imaging Publication: AL agreed to tidy up and upload document to synapse for 

comment. 

AL   

9.1 APS Adaptation for MRI: CH updated the group on the IPS document and following a discussion agreed to draft 

an article. 

CH   

12. Any Other Business: There was discussion around a query that came in from the Chair of the British Shooting 

Association who wanted advice /guidance on the ingesting of steel pellets.  AL agreed to respond. 

AL   

     

 

12. Date of Next Meeting: 

 Thursday 8th December 2022 (virtual) 

 

Conferences & Events Dates for the diary: 


